CHAPTER V
IMPERIAL GERMANY
IS true of the Elizabethan era in England, so the
Imperial era in Germany can not be said to have begun'
abruptly at any specific date. It may defensibly be dated
from the formation of the Zoliverein, or from the North-
German Confederation, or from the accession of William
I (and Bismarck), or from the coronation at Versailles;
at any rate a later date would not be acceptable. Its begin-
nings are to be sought earlier than the earliest of these
dates, especially in so far as these beginnings are looked
for in the material situation of the German peoples rather
than in their diplomatic history; but in any case this mod-
ern period in German history lies this side of the Napole-
onic era. The modern industrial and commercial situation
begins seriously to affect the state of the German peoples
only after that date, and even then it is only gradually that
the Fatherland is drawn into this modern system of trade
and industry to such an extent as to feel the exigencies of
the new economic situation. It is toward the west that the
new conditions first take visible effect, and it is apparently
in commerce and the improvements in transportation that
contact with the more advanced countries of the west first
provoke movements of adjustment to the new state of
things.
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